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Sub-Decree on Construction Permits 
 

On 30 December 2020, the Royal Government of Cambodia issued Sub-Decree No. 224 on 
Construction Permit ("Sub-Decree No. 224") aimed at determining the authority, conditions, and 
procedures for the issuance of construction permits, construction repair permits, demolition permits, 
construction site opening permits, and extension permits. Sub-Decree No. 224 replaces and repeals 
Sub-Decree No. 86 on Construction Permit dated 19 December 1997.  
 
Sub-Decree No. 224 governs all types of construction except those that are otherwise set out in separate 
regulations. 
 
Three different authorities will be responsible for issuing the relevant permits for different types of 
construction works. 
 
Ministry of Land Management, Urban Planning and Construction 
 
The Ministry of Land Management, Urban Planning and Construction has the authority to issue permits 
for the following construction works:   
 

• Construction works that have a surface area of more than 3,000 square meters; 

• Reconstruction, addition or modification of an existing construction with a combined (new and 
existing structures) surface area of more than 3,000 square meters; 

• Buildings that are higher than 11 storeys including the ground floor; 

• Buildings that consist of underground floors with a depth of more than five meters; 

• Retaining walls higher than five meters; 

• Storage facilities that may pose fire hazard risks such as stations or depots for the storage, 
sale, or distribution of fuel, gas or other petroleum products, or tanks for the storage of 
petroleum, gas, flammable elements, or other petroleum products, and workshops that store 
flammable products; 

• Water reservoirs with a height of more than 15 meters or a storage capacity of more than 50 
cubic meters; 

• Structures used by the sports, tourism and cultural sectors, that include multipurpose 
stadiums, golf courses, racing tracks, leisure parks, swimming pools, museums, theaters, 
conference halls and cinemas; 

• Constructions in protected areas for environmental, cultural, historical purposes, or other 
protected areas; 

• Buildings, towers, or constructions inside automobile stations, train stations, ports, airports, 
and power plants that are not part of road infrastructure or construction of waterworks; 

• Buildings, towers or gates constructions situated at international borders; 

• Telephone and radio communication towers; and 

• Any other non-building structures with a height of over 30 meters. 
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Governors of Municipalities and Provinces 
 
The Governors of municipalities and provinces are empowered to issue permits for the following 
construction works:  
 

• Construction works that have a surface area equal to or less than 3,000 square meters and a 
height equal to or lower than 11 storeys with or without ground floor measuring five meters or 
less (except those that are granted construction permits issued by the governors of cities, 
districts and ‘khans’); 

• Reconstruction, addition or modification of an existing structure that has a combined (new and 
existing structure) surface area of more than 500 square meters but equal to or lesser than 
3,000 square meters; 

• Retaining walls with an approximate height of five meters or less; 

• Stone or concrete fences with a height of over three meters; and  

• Any other non-building structures with an approximate height of 30 meters or less. 
 
Governors of Cities, Districts and Khans 
 
The Governors of cities, districts and khans are authorised to issue permits for the following construction 
works:  
 

• Residential buildings with a surface area of approximately 500 square meters or less and a 
height of four storeys or less including the ground floor but without any underground floor; 

• Reconstruction, addition or modification of an existing residential building that has a combined 
(new and existing structure) surface area of more than the surface area that is exempted from 
requiring a construction permit, but lesser than or equal to 500 square meters; and 

• Stone or concrete fences with an approximate height of three meters or less. 
 
The Royal Government of Cambodia has the right to commission the construction or demolition of 
structures that are intended to preserve classified information or national security and defence. 
 
Applicants for construction permits, construction repair permits, demolition permits, construction site 
opening permits, and extension permits for the development project of immoveable properties must 
comply with the conditions and procedures for general construction works. They must also secure the 
necessary approval from the relevant authorities. 
 
If you have any queries concerning the above development such as on the application process of 
permits, please feel free to contact our team below. 
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HENG Chhay 
Managing Partner 
 
D +855 23 963 112 / 113 
F +855 23 963 116 
heng.chhay@rajahtann.com 
 

 

 

TIV Sophonnora 
Partner 
 
D +855 23 963 112 / 113 
F +855 23 963 116 
tiv.sophonnora@rajahtann.com 
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Our Regional Contacts 

  
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

T  +65 6535 3600   

sg.rajahtannasia.com 

  
Christopher & Lee Ong 

T  +60 3 2273 1919    

F  +60 3 2273 8310 

www.christopherleeong.com  

   

 

R&T Sok & Heng Law Office 

T  +855 23 963 112 / 113    

F  +855 23 963 116 

kh.rajahtannasia.com 

  
Rajah & Tann Myanmar Company Limited 

T  +95 1 9345 343 / +95 1 9345 346 

F  +95 1 9345 348 

mm.rajahtannasia.com 

   

 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

Shanghai Representative Office 

T  +86 21 6120 8818    

F  +86 21 6120 8820 

cn.rajahtannasia.com 

 

  
Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)  

T  +632 8894 0377 to 79 / +632 8894 4931 to 32   

F  +632 8552 1977 to 78 

www.cagatlaw.com 

   

 
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners 

 

Jakarta Office 

T  +62 21 2555 7800    

F  +62 21 2555 7899 

 

Surabaya Office 

T  +62 31 5116 4550    

F  +62 31 5116 4560 

www.ahp.co.id 

  

R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited 

T  +66 2 656 1991    

F  +66 2 656 0833 

th.rajahtannasia.com 

 
Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers 

 

Ho Chi Minh City Office 

T  +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673    

F  +84 28 3520 8206 

 

Hanoi Office 

T  +84 24 3267 6127    

F  +84 24 3267 6128 

www.rajahtannlct.com 

  

 

Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd. 

T  +856 21 454 239    

F  +856 21 285 261 

la.rajahtannasia.com 

 

 

Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia. 

 

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a 

member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client. 

 

This Update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally 
binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage 
which may result from accessing or relying on this Update. 
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Our Regional Presence 

 
 
 

R&T Sok & Heng Law Office provides top quality and incisive legal services to domestic and international clients; in local and cross-border 
transactions; on day-to-day operations and the most challenging transactions. As one of the leading law firms in Cambodia, R&T Sok & Heng Law 
Office helps clients achieve their goals by combining international standard with local expertise.  
 
R&T Sok & Heng Law Office is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Singapore, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South 
Asia.    
  
The contents of this Update are owned by R&T Sok & Heng Law Office and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Cambodia and, through 
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly 
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) 
without the prior written permission of R&T Sok & Heng Law Office. 
 
Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended 
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course 
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your 
specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in R&T Sok & Heng Law Office. 


